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(54) Turbo-coding DOCSIS information for satellite communication 



(57) Methods and systems for modifying DOCSIS- 
based transmission paths for communication in higher 
frequency and/or wireless environments, such as wire- 
less terrestrial communication systems and satellite 
communication systems. An inner turbo-code is com- 
bined with a DOCSIS based Reed-Solomon ("RS") for- 
ward error correction ("FEC") coding scheme, to pro- 
duce a concatenated turbo-RS code (other FEC codes 
can be utilized). In phase and quadrature phase ("l-Q") 
processing is utilized to enable relatively low cost up- 
converter implementations. The l-Q processing is pref- 
erably performed at baseband, essentially pre-compen- 
sating for analog variations in the transmit path. Power 
amplifier on/off control capable of controlling on/off RF 
power control of remote transmitters is modulated on a 
transmit cable to reduce the need for a separate cable. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
5 Field of the Invention 

[0001 ] The present invention is directed to methods and systems for implementing Data Over Cable Service Interface 
Specification ("DOCSIS") media access protocols, and derivatives thereof, in relatively high frequency applications, 
such as satellite internet service communications. 

10 

Related Art 

[0002] Data, such as internet communication data, can be communicated over cable television lines using cable 
television modems that comply with Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification ("DOCSIS") media access pro- 
fs tocols, and derivatives thereof. A variety of enterprises have invested in DOCSIS-compliant components and infra- 
structures. 

[0003] Data can also be communicated with wireless systems, such as satellite communication systems. Wireless 
systems, however, tend to have requirements to operate with lower signal to noise ratios than DOCSIS systems. Wire- 
less systems also typically utilize frequencies that are relatively much higher than frequencies used in conventional 
20 DOCSIS systems. Wireless communication systems, such as satellite communication systems, are, thus, generally 
not compatible with DOCSIS systems. 

[0004] What are needed, therefore, are methods and systems for utilizing DOCSIS media access protocols, and 
derivatives thereof, in wireless communication applications, such as satellite communication systems. 

25 BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] The present invention is directed to methods and systems for modifying DOCSIS-based transmission paths 
for communication in higher frequency and/or wireless environments, such as wireless terrestrial communication sys- 
tems and satellite communication systems. In accordance with the invention, an inner turbo-code is combined with a 
30 DOCSIS based Reed-Solomon ("RS") forward error correction ("FEC") coding scheme, to produce a concatenated 
turbo-RS code (other FEC codes can be utilized). In-phase and quadrature-phase ("l-Q") processing is utilized to 
enable relatively low cost up-converter implementations. Power amplifier on/off control capable of controlling on/off RF 
power control of remote transmitters is modulated on a transmit cable to remove the need for a separate cable. 
[0006] Further features and advantages of the invention, as well as the structure and operation of various embodi- 
es ments of the invention, are described in detail below with reference to the accompanying drawings. It is noted that the 
invention is not limited to the specific embodiments described herein. Such embodiments are presented herein for 
illustrative purposes only. Additional embodiments will be apparent to persons skilled in the relevant art(s) based on 
the teachings contained herein. 

[0007] According to an aspect of the invention, there is provided a method for processing data generated in compli- 
40 ance with a Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) standard, for satellite communication, com- 
prising: 

(1) receiving DOCSIS-compliant data encoded with a Reed-Solomon encoding scheme; 

(2) turbo-encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data; 

45 (3) generating baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components of the turbo-encoded DOCSIS- 

compliant data; 

(4) interpolating the baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components to a common sample rate 
that is higher than a plurality of DOCSIS-compliant bandwidth sample rates; 

(5) digitally pre-compensating the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase com- 
50 ponents for impairments encountered in one or more subsequent processes; 

(6) converting digitally pre-compensated common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature- 
phase components to one or more analog signals; and 

(7) up-converting the one or more analog signals to a satellite frequency signal. 
55 [0008] Advantageously, step (7) comprises: 

(a) up-converting the one or more analog signals to a cellular telephone frequency signal; and 

(b) up-converting the cellular telephone frequency signal to the satellite frequency signal. 
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[0009] Advantageously, step (7) comprises: 

(a) up-converting the one or more analog signals to a first frequency signal having a frequency in a range of 
approximately 950 MHz to 1450 MHZ; and 
5 (b) up-converting the first frequency signal to the satellite frequency signal. 

[0010] Advantageously, step (7)(a) comprises up-converting the one or more analog signals to the first frequency 
signal using up-converter components designed for a cellular telephone. 

[0011] Advantageously, step (5) comprises performing a programmable frequency shift operation on the common 
10 sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components. 

[0012] Advantageously, step (5) further comprises multiplying the common sample rate in-phase and quadrature- 
phase components by a complex exponential. 

[001 3] Advantageously, step (5) comprises performing amplitude and phase shift operations on the common sample 
rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components . 
15 [0014] Advantageously, step (5) comprises providing x/sin(x) compensation to the common sample rate baseband- 
frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components, thereby compensating for digital-to-analog roll-off distortion 
encountered in the digital-to-analog converting. 
[0015] Advantageously, step (5) comprises: 

20 performing a programmable frequency shift operation on the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase 

and quadrature-phase components; 

performing amplitude and phase shift operations on the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and 
quadrature-phase components; and 

providing x/sin(x) compensation to the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase 
25 components, thereby compensating for roll-off distortion encountered in the digital-to-analog converting. 

[0016] Advantageously, step (3) comprises interleaving the baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase 
components, thereby reducing a number of pins needed to receive the in-phase and quadrature-phase components. 
[0017] Advantageously, step (6) comprises rounding the digitally pre-compensated baseband-frequency in-phase 
30 and quadrature-phase components and converting the digitally rounded components to the one or more analog signals. 
[001 8] Advantageously, the method further comprises: 

(8) providing an amplifier on/off control signal and the first frequency signal through a common medium to an 
amplifier and to a satellite-frequency up-converter, respectively. 

35 

[0019] Advantageously, step (8) comprises selecting between a constant-voltage amplifier on/off control signal and 
a modulated on/off keyed amplifier control signal, wherein a frequency of the modulated on/off keyed amplifier control 
signal is different than the first frequency. 

[0020] Advantageously, the modulated on/off keyed amplifier control signal is an on/off keyed sinusoid signal. 
40 [0021] Advantageously, the modulated on/off keyed amplifier control signal is an on/off keyed square signal. 

[0022] Advantageously, step (7) further comprises programming a lead time and a duration time for the amplifier on/ 
off control signal. 

[0023] Advantageously, step (1) comprises generating the DOCSIS-compliant information, and steps (1), (2), (4), 
and (5) are performed on a single integrated circuit. 
45 [0024] Advantageously, steps (2), (4), and (5) are performed in an integrated circuit. 

[0025] Advantageously, steps (2), (4), (5) and (6) are performed in an integrated circuit. 

[0026] According to another aspect of the invention, a system for processing data generated in compliance with Data 
Over Cable Service Interface Specification -type (DOCSIS) standards, for satellite communication, is provided, com- 
prising: 

50 

a DOCSIS data generator module, including a Reed-Solomon encoding module, configured to generate Reed- 
Solomon encoded DOCSIS-compliant data; 

a turbo-encoding module coupled to an output of the DOCSIS data generator module; 

an in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator coupled to an output of the turbo encoding module, configured to 
55 generate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components of turbo/Reed-Solomon encoded 

DOCSIS-compliant data; 

a digital processing module coupled to outputs of the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator, the digital 
processing module including an interpolation module configured to interpolate the baseband-frequency in-phase 
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and quadrature-phase components to a common sample rate that is higher than a plurality of DOCSIS-compliant 
bandwidth sample rates ; the digital processing module configured to pre-compensate the common sample rate 
in-phase and quadrature-phase components for impairments encountered in subsequent components; 
a digital-to-analog converter coupled to an output of the digital processing module; and 
5 a frequency up-converter module coupled to an output of the digital-to-analog converter. 

[0027] Advantageously, the frequency up-converter module comprises: 

afirst frequency up-converter coupled to the output of the digital-to-analog converter, configured to output a cellular 
10 telephone frequency signal in a range of approximately 950 MHz to 1 450 MHZ; and 

a satellite-frequency up-converter coupled to an output of the first frequency up-converter. 

[0028] Advantageously, the first frequency up-converter uses off-the-shelf cellular telephone frequency components. 
[0029] Advantageously, the digital processing module comprises a programmable frequency shift module coupled 
between the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator and the digital-to-analog converter. 

[0030] Advantageously, the programmable frequency shift module is configured to multiply the common sample rate 
in-phase and quadrature-phase components by a complex exponential. 

[0031] Advantageously, the digital processing module comprises amplitude and phase shift modules coupled be- 
tween the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator and the digital-to-analog converter. 

[0032] Advantageously, the digital processing module comprises an x/sin(x) compensation module coupled between 
the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator and the digital-to-analog converter, configured to pre-compensate for 
sin(x)/x roll-off distortion is the digital-to-analog converter. 
[0033] Advantageously, the digital processing module comprises: 

25 a programmable frequency shift module including inputs coupled to outputs of the in-phase and quadrature-phase 

modulator; 

amplitude and phase shift modules coupled to outputs of the programmable frequency shift module; and 
a x/sin(x) module coupled between the amplitude and phase shift modules and the digital-to-analog converter. 

[0034] Advantageously, the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator is configured to interleave the in-phase and 
quadrature-phase components, thereby reducing a number of pins needed by the digital processing module to receive 
the in-phase and quadrature-phase components. 

[0035] Advantageously, an output portion of the digital processing module comprises a digital rounding module in- 
cluding an output coupled to the digital-to-analog converter. 

[0036] Advantageously, the turbo-encoding module and the digital processing module are implemented on a single 
integrated circuit chip. 

[0037] Advantageously, the digital processing module comprises an amplifier on/off control signal generator; and 

the frequency up-converter module includes a common-media output port that combines an output of the amplifier 
on/off control signal generator and an output of the cellular telephone frequency up-converter for transmission through 
a common media to the satellite frequency up-converter and to an amplifier coupled to the satellite frequency up- 
converter, respectively. 

[0038] Advantageously, the amplifier on/off control signal generator comprises: 

a selectable constant-voltage operation module configured to output the amplifier on/off control signal as constant- 
45 voltage levels; and 

a selectable on/off keyed modulator configured to output the amplifier on/off control signal at a third frequency that 
is different than the cellular telephone frequency and the satellite frequency. 

[0039] Advantageously, the on/off keyed modulator comprises a sinusoid on/off keyed modulator. 
so [0040] Advantageously, the on/off keyed modulator comprises a square-wave on/off keyed modulator. 

[0041] Advantageously, the digital processing module further comprises a programmable lead time module and a 
programmable duration time module coupled to the amplifier on/off control signal generator. 

[0042] Advantageously, said turbo-encoder module and said digital processing module are integrated on an inte- 
grated circuit chip. 

55 [0043] Advantageously, said turbo-encoder module, said digital processing module, and said digital-to-analog con- 
verter are integrated on an integrated circuit chip. 

[0044] According to another aspect of the invention, a system for processing data generated in compliance with a 
Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) standard, for satellite communication, is provided compris- 
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means for receiving DOCSIS-compliant data encoded with a Reed-Solomon encoding scheme; 
means for turbo-encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data; 
5 means for generating baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components of the turbo-encoded 

DOCSIS-compliant data; 

meansfor interpolating the baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components to a common sample 
rate that is higher than a plurality of DOCSIS-compliant bandwidth sample rates; 

means for digitally pre-compensating the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature- 
10 phase components for impairments encountered in one or more subsequent processes; 

means for converting digitally pre-compensated common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadra- 
ture-phase components to one or more analog signals; and 

means for up-converting the one or more analog signals to a satellite frequency signal. 

15 [0045] According to another aspect of the invention, a method for processing data generated in compliance with a 
Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification (DOCSIS) standard, for satellite communication, is provided, com- 
prising: 

(1) receiving DOCSIS-compliant data; 
20 (2) encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data with a forward error correction code; 

(3) generating baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components of the encoded DOCSIS-com- 
pliant data; 

(4) interpolating the baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components to a common sample rate 
that is higher than a plurality of DOCSIS-compliant bandwidth sample rates; 

25 (5) digitally pre-compensating the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase com- 

ponents for impairments encountered in one or more subsequent processes; 

(6) converting digitally pre-compensated common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature- 
phase components to one or more analog signals; and 

(7) up-converting the one or more analog signals to a satellite frequency signal. 

30 

[0046] Advantageously, step (2) comprises encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data with a convolutional code. 
[0047] Advantageously, step (2) comprises encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data with a convolutional inner code 
and a Reed-Solomon outer code. 

[0048] Advantageously, an error correcting ability of the Reed-Solomon outer code is set to zero. 

35 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

[0049] The present invention will be described with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference 
numbers indicate identical or functionally similar elements. Also, the leftmost digit(s) of the reference numbers identify 
40 the drawings in which the associated elements are first introduced. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a cable modem communication system 100. 

FIG. 2 is an example block diagram of a two-way satellite communication system 200, including a satellite modem 
204. 

45 FIG. 3 is an example high-level block diagram of the satellite modem 204, in accordance with the invention, in- 

cluding a turbo encoder 302 and an l-Q processing module 304. 

FIG. 4 illustrates generation of data bursts having RS and turbo encoding, in accordance with the invention. 
FIG. 5 is an example block diagram of the l-Q processing module 304. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an optional amplitude and phase offset module 51 0 within the l-Q processing module 
50 304. 

FIG. 7 is a process flowchart 700 for modifying DOCSIS transmission paths for wireless environments, in accord- 
ance with the invention. 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an example turbo-encoder 800. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
5 [0050] 

I. Introduction 

II. Relatively High -Frequency Wireless DOCSIS Gateway 

10 A. Turbo-Coding DOCSIS Data 

B. Low Frequency I & Q Processing of Turbo-Coded DOCSIS Data 

1 . Demultiplexer 

2. I-Q Interpolation 

15 3. Multiply by Complex Exponential 

4. Amplitude and Phase Shift 

5. x/sin(x) Compensation 

6. D.C. Offset 

7. Rounding 

20 

C. Power Amplifier On/Off Control 

III. Method for Modifying DOCSIS Transmission Paths for Wireless Environments 

IV. Conclusions 

25 

I. Introduction 

[0051] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a cable modem communication system 100, including a headend baseband 
modulator/demodulator ("headend") 102 that communicates with a plurality of cable modulators/demodulators ("mo- 

30 dems") 1 04 through a primary cable 1 06, which branches to user cables 1 08. The cable modems 1 04 demodulate data 
from the headend 102, and modulate data to be transmitted to the headend 102. One or more optional intermediate 
power amplifiers 1 1 0 can be placed along the cables 1 06 and/or 1 08 to boost signal strength. The cables 1 06 and 1 08 
are relatively noiseless compared to wireless communication systems. The relatively low noise, the optional interme- 
diate power amplifiers 110, and relatively short distances involved, provide the cable modem communication system 

35 1 00 with a relatively high signal-to-noise ratio ("SNR"). 

[0052] The communication paths from the headend 1 02 to the users 1 04 are called down-stream paths or channels. 
The communication paths from the users 1 04 to the headend are called up-stream paths or channels. 
[0053] In conventional DOCSIS systems, upstream channels are time division multiple access ("TDMA") channels, 
where multiple cable modems share an upstream channel. The headend assigns bandwidth to the cable modems by 

40 means of time-slot mapping ("MAP") messages that are broadcast to users of a given upstream channel. The MAP 
messages contain information allowing each user to burst an appropriate type of data on the upstream channel at an 
appropriate time. In conventional DOCSIS systems, the upstream data bursts are typically encoded with Reed Solomon 
(RS) forward error correction ("FEC"), to increase the reliability of the data reception at the headend. In conventional 
DOCSIS systems, upstream signals to the headend are transmitted at relatively low frequencies (e.g., in the range of 

45 5-65 MHz). A variety of enterprises have invested in DOCSIS-compliant infrastructures. 

[0054] It would be useful to utilize DOCSIS-compliant infrastructures to communicate with users via wireless systems, 
such as satellite. Wireless systems, however, tend to have lower SNRs than wire-based systems. Wireless systems 
also tend to use frequencies that are higher than frequencies used in conventional DOCSIS systems. For example, in 
satellite applications, typical frequency bands include Ku (e.g.. 14-14.5 GHz) and Ka (e.g., 29.5-30 GHz) bands. Other 

50 potential wireless applications use different upstream bands. Conventional DOCSIS-compliant infrastructures are, thus, 
generally not compatible with wireless communication systems, such as satellite communication systems. 
[0055] FIG. 2 is an example block diagram of a two-way satellite communication system 200, wherein a gateway 
baseband modem ("gateway") 202 communicates with one or more users, illustrated here as a satellite modem 204, 
through a satellite 206. A communication path from the gateway 202 to the satellite modem 204 is called a down- 

55 stream channel. A communication path from the satellite modem 204 back to the gateway 202 is called an up-stream 
channel. 

[0056] Higher frequency systems, such as the satellite communication system 200, typically utilize multiple (2 or 
more) up-conversion stages. Each up-conversion stage typically includes appropriate filters and amplifiers. If a standard 
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up-conversion approach is used, an input signal centered at an intermediate frequency ("IF") is multiplied (mixed) with 
a local oscillator ("L.O."). At the output of the mixer, images of the input spectrum are created at the L.O. frequency 
plus the IF, and at the L.O. frequency minus the IF. The main purpose of the filters is to remove one of these images. 
The resulting output frequency is either a higher IF (say IF 2 ) or the radio frequency ("RF"), if the output is a the final 
5 frequency. 

[0057] If the input I F is relatively low (e.g. 5 to 65 MHz frequencies of standard DOCSIS) and the second I F is relatively 
high, then the required filtering is relatively difficult and expensive. The need to tune the center frequencies over a 
fairly wide range, but usefixed filters must also be accommodated in the design. For these reasons, converting standard 
DOCSIS 5-65 MHz based signals to satellite frequencies requires a minimum of three stages: (1) up-convertto a fairly 

10 high (e.g., L-band or S-band) frequency followed by a difficult to implement filter, (2) down-convert to a second IF using 
a programmable frequency L.O. that has the required tuning range, and then (3) up-convert the 2 nd IF to the desired 
satellite frequency. Use of 3 up-conversion stages (rather than 2) coupled with the requirement for a hard-to-implement 
filter makes this approach more expensive than the alternative approach that is a subject of this invention. 
[0058] ] In FIG. 2, distances between the gateway 202 and the satellite 206, and between the satellite 206 and the 

15 satellite modem 204, are much greater than distances in the cable modem communication system 100. Also, there 
are no intermediate power amplifiers as in the cable modem communication system 100. Received signal levels and 
SNR in the satellite communication system 200 thus tend to be relatively small. Conventional DOCSIS systems and 
components are thus not suitable for wireless communication systems, such as the satellite communication system 200. 
[0059] In TDMA systems, it can be useful to control the on/off times of the subscriber's final amplifier stage (often 

20 referred to as the power amplifier). For example, it would be useful to turn on the power amplifier shortly before a burst 
occurs, and to turn it off shortly after the burst has ended. This would reduce the noise level at the gateway because 
it ensures that non-active transmitters are not producing noise in the channel. 

[0060] In higher-frequency applications, such as satellite applications, the final power amplifier is often physically 
located in a separate outdoor unit ("ODU"), which is connected to an indoor burst modulator via a cable. An amplifier 
25 on-off control signal would typically require an additional cable, which adds cost to the communication system. Thus, 
what are also needed are methods and systems for controlling the on/off switching of a power amplifier without additional 
cabling. 

II. Relatively High-Frequency Wireless DOCSIS Gateway 

30 

[0061] In accordance with the invention, DOCSIS-based transmission paths are modified for communication in higher 
frequency and/or wireless environments, such as wireless terrestrial communication systems and satellite communi- 
cation systems. The present invention thus enables the extension of DOCSIS-based systems and components to lower 
SNR environments than are normally encountered in cable systems. The present invention also provides features that 
35 enable relatively low cost implementations of up-converters and power control. Example systems that can benefit from 
this invention include two-way satellite and broadband terrestrial wireless. 

[0062] The present invention can be implemented in a wireless communication systems, such as, for example a 
wireless access termination system ("WATS") broadband terrestrial fixed wireless system and/or a satellite communi- 
cation system. WATS systems typical utilize broadband terrestrial fixed wireless modems. Satellite systems typically 
40 utilize satellite modems. 

[0063] The invention includes multiple features that can be implemented alone and/or in various combination with 
one another. The features include, without limitation: 

an inner turbo-code combined with a DOCSIS based Reed-Solomon ("RS") forward error correction ("FEC") coding 
45 scheme, to produce a concatenated turbo-RS code (other FEC codes can be utilized); 

in phase and quadrature phase ("l-Q") processing to enable relatively low cost up-converter implementations; and 
power amplifier on/off control capable of controlling on/off RF power control of remote transmitters, using an up- 
stream channel cable. 

50 [0064] One or more aspects of the invention can be implemented in an integrated circuit, alone or in combination 
with one another and/or in combination with one or more DOCSIS components. 

[0065] The invention enables the extension of DOCSIS-based up-streams to lower SNR environments than are 
normally encountered in cable systems. The invention also provides features that enable relatively low cost implemen- 
tations of up-converters and power control. Example systems that can benefit from this invention include two-way 
55 satellite and broadband terrestrial wireless. The invention implements a combination of concatenated RS-Turbo en- 
coding, l-Q interface processing and high power amplifier (HPA) control. 
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A. Turbo-Coding DOCSIS Data 

[0066] Conventional DOCSIS systems encode data with Reed Solomon encoding. This is sufficient for relatively low 
noise environments, such as cable modem systems. For higher noise environments, however, additional Reed Solomon 
5 encoding may not be sufficient. In accordance with the invention, Reed Solomon encoded data is further encoded in 
an inner turbo code. 

[0067] FIG. 3 is an example high-level block diagram of the satellite modem 204, in accordance with the invention. 
The satellite modem 204 includes a DOCSIS based circuit 306, which can be a conventional DOCSIS based circuit. 
In the example of FIG. 3, the DOCSIS based circuit 306 is illustrated as an integrated circuit. Alternatively, the DOCSIS 

10 based circuit 306 can include a number of integrated circuits and/or discrete circuits and/or in software/firmware. 

[0068] The DOCSIS based circuit 306 includes a host processor 330 coupled to a DOCSIS based media access 
controller ("MAC") 328. The DOCSIS based MAC 328 interfaces with an application executing on the host processor 
330. The DOCSIS based MAC 328 formats data in accordance with DOCSIS standards. The host processor 330 
interfaces with a subscriber unit such as a personal computer (not shown in FIG. 3). The DOCSIS based circuit 306 

15 further includes a Reed Solomon ("RS") encoder 308 and a modulator 332, both of which are described below. 

[0069] The DOCSIS based MAC 328 also interfaces with a transmit path and a receive path. In the example of FIG. 
3, the receive path includes a downstream tuner 324 and a downstream demodulator 326. The transmit path includes 
the RS encoder 308, the modulator 332, a turbo encoder l-Q interface circuit 31 0, and an up-converter 314. The turbo 
encoder l-Q interface circuit 31 0 includes a turbo encoder 302 and an l-Q processing module 304. In the example of 

20 FIG. 3, the turbo encoder l-Q interface circuit 31 0 is illustrated as an integrated circuit. Alternatively, the turbo encoder 
l-Q interface circuit 310 includes multiple integrated circuits and/or discrete components. 

[0070] The transmit and receive paths are coupled to an outdoor unit ("ODU") 31 8, which includes an antenna 320, 
through a cable interface 322. The ODU 31 8 typically includes a final power amplifier in the transmit path. 
[0071] Turbo encoding is now described. Turbo encoders typically use at least two convolutional component encod- 
es ers. Turbo encoders can also be based on block encoding techniques, such as Hamming codes. Turbo codes include, 
for example, and without limitation, Parallel Concatenated Convolutional Codes (PCCC), Serial Concatenated Convo- 
lutional Codes (SCCC), and Hybrid Concatenated Convolutional Codes (HCCC). Typically, turbo codes are arranged 
as PCCC. FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an example PCCC turbo encoder 800 including an interleaver 802, a first encoder 
806, and a second encoder 804. FIG. 8 illustrates a systematic code (the output codeword contains the intput-bits U k ). 
30 Turbo codes may also be non-systematic. Turbo codes are practical codes due to their performance at low SNR. 

[0072] The invention is not, however, limited to the PCCC turbo encoder 800. Based on the description herein, one 
skilled in the relevant arts) will understand that other turbo encoders and other turbo-encoder schemes can be uses. 
Turbo encoders are described in: 

35 Valenti, Matthew C, "Turbo Codes and Iterative Processing," Mobile and Portable Radio Research Group : Virginia 

Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, VA; 

"Research and Development: Communications/Turbo Coding," Xenotran, http://xenotran.com/turbo tech error tur- 
bo.html, March 11 , 2002; 

W.E. Ryan, "A Turbo Code Tutorial," Proc. IEEE Globecom'98, 1998; and 
40 "Telecommunications and Mission Operations Directorate - DSN Technology Program: Communications Systems 

Analysis: Turbo Codes," http//www331 Jpl.nasa.gov/public/TurboForce.GIF, March 3, 2002. 

[0073] All of which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties. 

[0074] Referring back to FIG. 3, the satellite modem 204 combines an inner turbo code with conventional DOCSIS 
45 based Reed-Solomon ("RS") encoding. The satellite modem 204 thus implements a concatenated RS forward error 
correction ("FEC") encoding in the transmit path. Other FEC codes can be used. In particular, the inner turbo code 
could be replaced with a conventional convolutional code. The outer RS code could be removed leaving only the inner 
turbo code. The latter arrangement is really just a subset of the RS-turbo concatenated approach where the error 
correcting ability "T" of the RS code is set to zero. The driving idea in satellite applications is to use FEC codes that 
50 allow efficient operation in lower SNR environments than is generally possible with RS codes alone. 

[0075] FIG. 4 illustrates generation of data bursts having RS and turbo encoding. The process begins with a trans- 
mission control protocol/internet protocol ("TCP/IP") packet 402. Ethernet header information 404 is appended to the 
TCP/IP packet 402, resulting in an Ethernet frame 406. DOCSIS MAC header information 408 is appended to the 
Ethernet frame 406. These two steps can be performed as in conventional DOCSIS systems. These two steps result 
55 in DOCSIS packets 410. 

[0076] RS encoding is applied to the DOCSIS packets 410 by the RS encoder 308. This can be performed as in 
conventional DOCSIS systems. This results in RS code words 41 2. The RS code words 412 are provided to the turbo 
encoder 302, illustrated in FIG. 3 at 312. In the turbo encoder 302, the RS code words 412 are encoded by the inner 
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turbo code into turbo code words 414. Optional tailing symbols ("TS") are appended to the turbo code words 414. The 
tailing symbols are used to drive turbo code blocks to a known state for proper decoding. These count as overhead 
symbols but not as turbo code word symbols. 

[0077] RS code word lengths and turbo code word sizes are preferably selected such that each RS code word results 
5 in an integer number of turbo code words. For example, if a rate V2 turbo code word size contains 280 QPSK symbols, 
then the turbo code word contains 280 RS bits (35 bytes) from the outer code and 280 turbo code parity bits. If there 
are to be two turbo code words per RS code word (as in the example of FIG. 4), then the RS code word size is selected 
to be 70 bytes. Other sizes and combinations are possible. 

[0078] The turbo code words 41 4, appended with tailing symbols, are output from the turbo encoder 302. A preamble 
10 is appended to the turbo code word, resulting in the data burst 41 6. This can be performed as in conventional DOCSIS 
systems. 

[0079] The resulting data burst 416 is modulated in the modulator 332. Modulation can include symbol mapping, 
Nyquist filtering and interpolation. Insertion of the preamble may also occur in the modulator 332. The modulation can 
be performed as in conventional DOCSIS systems. The modulation provides a complex baseband l-Q waveform 336 
15 (FIG. 3) to the l-Q processing module 304. The complex baseband l-Q waveform 336 is provided to the l-Q processing 
module 304 for further processing in accordance with the invention, as described below with respect to FIG. 5. 

B. Low Frequency I & Q Processing of Turbo-Coded DOCSIS Data 

20 [0080] In a wireless environment, such as the satellite transmission system 200, data is up-converted to a relatively 
high frequency for wireless transmission. In FIG. 3, the up-converter 314 up-converts processed l-Q data 316 to a 
satellite frequency for transmission by the antenna 320. The up-converter 314 includes analog components that can 
impart frequency, phase, and/or other types of variations to the processed l-Q data 316. In order to correct for these 
variations, the up-converter 314 can include correction circuitry. However, at higher frequencies, correction circuitry 
25 becomes more expensive. In accordance with the invention, therefore, one or more of the frequency, phase, and/or 
other types of variations are pre-compensated for at baseband within the l-Q processing module 304. Frequency up- 
conversion can then be performed in relatively coarse steps, with relatively inexpensive components. For example, 
up-conversion can be performed from baseband to a range of 950 to 1450 MHz by the up-converter 314. The ODU 
31 8 then block up-converts the up-converter IF range to the final RF frequencies. Inexpensive up-conversion compo- 
se nents can include, for example, components used in off-the-shelf cellular telephone applications. As discussed above, 
when up-converting a signal to a relatively high satellite-type frequencies, there are implementation advantages starting 
with orthogonal "l-Q" inputs rather than low 5-65 MHz IF signals. 

[0081] Operation of the l-Q processing module 304 is now described. FIG. 5 is an example block diagram of the l-Q 
processing module 304. The l-Q processing module 304 includes one or more of: an optional demultiplexer 502; I and 
35 Q interpolation filters 506; a multiply-by-complex exponential module 508; an amplitude and phase offset module 510; 
I and Q x/sin(x) modules 512; DC offset modules 513, and I and Q rounding modules 514, all of which are described 
below. 

1 . Demultiplexer 

40 

[0082] The l-Q processing module 304 receives the complex baseband l-Q waveform 336 from the modulator 332. 
The complex baseband l-Q waveform 336 is optionally interleaved to minimize the number of input paths (e.g., pins) 
to the l-Q processing module 304. When the complex baseband l-Q waveform 336 is interleaved, the l-Q processing 
module 304 includes the optional de-multiplexer 502. The demultiplexer 502 demultiplexes the interleaved complex 
45 baseband l-Q waveform 336 to recover separate the I and Q channels. 

2. l-Q Interpolation Filters 

[0083] DOCSIS standards can be implemented with a variety of sample rate modes. The l-Q processing module 304 
50 accommodates the variety of sample rate modes in one or more of a variety of ways. For example, the l-Q processing 
module 304 can include circuitry for processing each of the different sample modes. Alternatively, the l-Q processing 
module 304 interpolates the input data to a common sample rate, and processes the common sample rate data in a 
common set of processing circuitry. Accordingly, in the example of FIG. 5, the l-Q processing module 304 includes the 
I and Q interpolation filters 506. The I and Q interpolation filters 506 interpolate input samples to a common rate. The 
55 input samples can be samples of the demultiplexed interleaved complex baseband l-Q waveform 336, as output from 
the demultiplexer 502. For example, if the demultiplexed interleaved complex baseband l-Q waveform 336 is sampled 
at 4 times the symbol rate, the DOCSIS upstream symbol rates of 1 60 ksps, 320 ksps, 640 ksps, and 1 .28 Msps, can 
be interpolated according to Table 1 . 
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Table 1 



Symbol Rate 
(kHz) 


Input Sample Rate 
(kHz) 


Interpolation 
Factor 


Output Sample Rate 
(kHz) 


160 


640 


8 


5120 


320 


1280 


4 


5120 


640 


2560 


2 


5120 


1280 


5120 


0 


5120 



[0084] The values in Table 1 are examples. Other interpolation factors are possible including both rational and irra- 
tional factors. 

3. Multiply by Complex Exponential 

[0085] There is a need to be able to center the upstream spectrum in a very precise location in the spectrum. Analog 
components in the upstream path can have unknown frequency offsets. Compensation and precise frequency control 
of these elements can be expensive. Therefore, it is desireable to be able to perform fine frequency control digitally at 
baseband. 

[0086] Accordingly, the l-Q processing module 304 includes the multiply-by-complex-exponential module 508 that 
performs a programmable complex frequency shift. At a given sample time k, the I and Q outputs l Q (k) and Q 0 (k) are 
given in terms of the inputs l(K) and Q(k) by equations 1 and 2, respectively: 



/„(£) = /(£) cos 



f f \ 



V 



-e(*)sin 



f r ^ 



) 



Eq. 1 



Q,(k) = T(k)sm 



' f N 



V 



J 



+Q(k) cos 



' f N 



V 



s J 



Eq. 2 



where f s is the sample rate and f x is a desired frequency shift. The ability to perform this fine frequency shift 
digitally allows external frequency synthesizers in the up-converter to have relatively large step sizes. Continuous fine 
frequency control upstream output is achieved by a combination of the coarse frequency steps of the external synthe- 
sizer and the fine frequency control of the turbo encoder l-Q interface 31 0. 

4. Amplitude and Phase Shift 

[0087] The amplitude and phase shift module 51 0 corrects for amplitude and phase variations in the satellite com- 
munication system 200. Amplitude and phase shift can be digitally induced by the amplitude and phase shift module 
510 to counteract effects of opposite amplitude and phase variations encountered in the analog components of the 
up-converter 31 4. FIG. 6 illustrates example amplitude and phase adjustments performed by the amplitude and phase 
offset module 510, where $ 1 and (3 2 , sine and cose are preferably programmable values. 



5. x/sin(x) Compensation 



[0088] A final stage of the l-Q processing module 304 or an initial stage of the up-converter 31 4 includes one or more 
digital-to-analog converters ("DACs"). DACs inherently have sin(x)/x roll-off distortion. Accordingly, the I and Q x/sin 
(x) modules 512 digitally pre-compensate for the DAC sin(x)/x roll-off distortion at baseband. 
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6. D.C. Offset 

[0089] Elements in the upconverter can induce D.C. biases that distort the signal and limit performance such as 
mixer image rejection. Accordingly, the digital D.C. offset module 513 adjusts the D.C. level of the signal up or down 
5 to compensate for this distortion. 

7. Rounding Stage 

[0090] The I and Q rounding modules 514 round the digital output of the I and Q x/sin(x) modules 512 prior to the 
10 digital-to-analog conversion described above. The DACs described above can be incorporated within an integrated 
circuit that generates I and Q outputs. 

C. Power Amplifier On/Off Control 

15 [0091] In FIG. 3, a power amplifier on/off control signal 338 is provided to the ODU 31 8, through the cable interface 
322. The power amplifier on/off control signal 338 controls on/off switching of a power amplifier within the ODU 318. 
In accordance with the invention, the power amplifier on/off control signal 338 is provided from the cable interface 322 
to the ODU 318 via a cable 340, which also carries transmit and receive signals to and from the ODU 318. In other 
words, the cable 340 can simultaneously carry upstream and downstream data signals, ODU control signals. D.C. 

20 power and the power amplifier on/off control signal 338. 

[0092] The power amplifier on/off control signal 338 is generated by a power amplifier interface, which is optionally 
located within the l-Q processing module304. The power amplifier interface generates the power amplifier on/off control 
signal 338 starting at a programmable period prior to the start of a data burst. The programmable lead time provides 
the power amplifier with sufficient time to reach steady state before the data burst is sent to the ODU 31 8. The power 

25 amplifier on/off control signal 338 stays on over the entire transmission burst and ends a programmable period after 
the transmission has completed. The power amplifier on/off control signal 338 can be selectable as either a constant 
voltage or as an on-off keyed sinusoid or square wave. 

[0093] The power amplifier on/off control signal 338 can be used to on-off key ("OOK") modulate a sinusoid or square 
wave. Such an OOK power amplifier on/off control signal 338 can then be multiplexed onto thecable 340 simultaneously 
30 with the other signals. The ODU 31 8 can receive the OOK signal and use it to turn the power amplifier on and off at 
the proper times. Other modulation methods of the power amplifier on/off signal are also possible. 

III. Method for Modifying DOCSIS Transmission Paths for Wireless Environments 

35 [0094] FIG. 7 is a process flowchart 700 for modifying DOCSIS transmission paths for wireless environments, in 
accordance with the invention. The process flowchart 700 is described with reference to one or more of FIGS. 1-6. 
The process flowchart 700 is not, however, limited to the examples provided in FIGS. 1-6. Based on the description 
herein, one skilled in the relevant arts) will understand that the process flowchart 700 can be implemented in other 
environments as well. 

40 [0095] The process begins at step 702, which includes receiving DOCSIS-compliant data encoded with a Reed- 
Solomon encoding scheme. In the example of FIG. 3, the turbo encoder l-Q interface 31 0 receives RS encoded DO- 
SCIS-compliant data 312 from the encoder 308. 

[0096] Step 704 includes turbo-encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data. In the example of FIG. 3, the encoder 302 
turbo encodes the RS encoded DOSCIS-compliant data 312, as illustrated in FIG. 4. 
45 [0097] Step 706 includes generating baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components of the turbo- 
encoded DOCSIS-compliant data. In FIG. 3, the modulator 332 receives and modulates the data burst 416 (FIG. 4), 
(data burst 334 in FIG. 3). The modulator 332 outputs complex baseband l-Q waveform 336 to the l-Q processing 
module 304. 

[0098] Step 708 includes interpolating the baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components to a 
50 common sample rate that is higher than a plurality of DOCSIS-compliant bandwidth sample rates. In FIG. 5, the I and 
Q interpolation filters 506 interpolate the complex baseband l-Q waveform 336 to a common sample rate. 
[0099] Step 710 includes digitally pre-compensating the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and 
quadrature-phase components for impairments encountered in one or more subsequent processes. In FIG. 5, the l-Q 
processing module 304 optionally includes one or more of the I and Q multiply-by-complex exponentials modules 508, 
55 the I and Q amplitude and phase offset modules 510, the I and Q x/sin(x) modules 512, and the I and Q rounding 
modules 514, each of which is described above. 

[0100] Step 712 includes converting the digitally pre-compensated common sample rate baseband-frequency in- 
phase and quadrature-phase components to one or more analog signals. In FIG. 5, digital-to-analog conversion is 
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performed within the turbo encoder l-Q interface 310, which can be a single integrated circuit, in the up-converter 314, 
or in between the turbo encoder l-Q interface 310 and the up-converter 314. 

[0101] Step 714 includes up-converting the one or more analog signals to a satellite frequency signal. In FIG. 5, up- 
conversion is performed by the up-converter 314 and the ODU 31 8. Up-conversion can be performed in a single step 
5 or in a plurality of up-conversion steps. A combination of the up-converter 314 and the ODU 318 outputs a satellite 
frequency DOCSIS based signal 342 to the antenna 320. 

IV. Conclusions 

10 [0102] The present invention has been described above with the aid of functional building blocks illustrating the 
performance of specified functions and relationships thereof. The boundaries of these functional building blocks have 
been arbitrarily defined herein for the convenience of the description. Alternate boundaries can be defined so long as 
the specified functions and relationships thereof are appropriately performed. Any such alternate boundaries are thus 
within the scope and spirit of the claimed invention. One skilled in the art will recognize that these functional building 

15 blocks can be implemented by discrete components, application specific integrated circuits, processors executing ap- 
propriate software, and the like, and/or combinations thereof. 

[0103] When used herein, the terms "connected" and/or "coupled" are generally used to refer to electrical connec- 
tions. Such electrical connections can be direct electrical connections with no intervening components, and/or indirect 
electrical connections through one or more components. 
20 [0104] While various embodiments of the present invention have been described above, it should be understood 
that they have been presented by way of example only, and not limitation. Thus, the breadth and scope of the present 
invention should not be limited by any of the above-described exemplary embodiments, but should be defined only in 
accordance with the following claims and their equivalents. 

25 

Claims 

1. A method for processing data generated in compliance with a Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification 
(DOCSIS) standard, for satellite communication, comprising: 

30 

(1) receiving DOCSIS-compliant data encoded with a Reed-Solomon encoding scheme; 

(2) turbo-encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data; 

(3) generating baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components of the turbo-encoded DOC- 
SIS-compliant data; 

35 (4) interpolating the baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components to a common sample 

rate that is higher than a plurality of DOCSIS-compliant bandwidth sample rates; 

(5) digitally pre-compensating the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase 
components for impairments encountered in one or more subsequent processes; 

(6) converting digitally pre-compensated common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature- 
40 phase components to one or more analog signals; and 

(7) up-converting the one or more analog signals to a satellite frequency signal. 

2. The method according to claim 1 . wherein step (7) comprises: 

45 (a) up-converting the one or more analog signals to a cellular telephone frequency signal; and 

(b) up-converting the cellular telephone frequency signal to the satellite frequency signal. 

3. The method according to claim 1 , wherein step (7) comprises: 

50 (a) up-converting the one or more analog signals to a first frequency signal having a frequency in a range of 

approximately 950 MHz to 1450 MHZ; and 

(b) up-converting the first frequency signal to the satellite frequency signal. 

4. The method according to claim 3, wherein step (7)(a) comprises up-converting the one or more analog signals to 
55 the first frequency signal using up-converter components designed for a cellular telephone. 

5. The method according to claim 1 , wherein step (5) comprises performing a programmable frequency shift operation 
on the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components. 
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6. The method according to claim 5 ; wherein step (5) further comprises multiplying the common sample rate in-phase 
and quadrature-phase components by a complex exponential. 

7. The method according to claim 1 , wherein step (5) comprises performing amplitude and phase shift operations on 
5 the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components . 

8. A system for processing data generated in compliance with Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification-type 
(DOCSIS) standards, for satellite communication, comprising: 

10 a DOCSIS data generator module, including a Reed-Solomon encoding module, configured to generate Reed- 

Solomon encoded DOCSIS-compliant data; 

a turbo-encoding module coupled to an output of the DOCSIS data generator module; 
an in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator coupled to an output of the turbo encoding module, configured 
to generate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components of turbo/Reed-Solomon encod- 
es ed DOCSIS-compliant data; 

a digital processing module coupled to outputs of the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator, the digital 
processing module including an interpolation module configured to interpolate the baseband-frequency in- 
phase and quadrature-phase components to a common sample rate that is higher than a plurality of DOCSIS- 
compliant bandwidth sample rates, the digital processing module configured to pre-compensate the common 
20 sample rate in-phase and quadrature-phase components for impairments encountered in subsequent com- 

ponents; 

a digital-to-analog converter coupled to an output of the digital processing module; and 
a frequency up-converter module coupled to an output of the digital-to-analog converter. 

25 9. The system according to claim 8, wherein the frequency up-converter module comprises: 

a first frequency up-converter coupled to the output of the digital-to-analog converter, configured to output a 
cellular telephone frequency signal in a range of approximately 950 MHz to 1450 MHZ; and 
a satellite-frequency up-converter coupled to an output of the first frequency up-converter. 

30 

10. The system according to claim 9, wherein the first frequency up-converter uses off-the-shelf cellular telephone 
frequency components. 

11. The system according to claim 8, wherein the digital processing module comprises a programmable frequency 
35 shift module coupled between the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator and the digital-to-analog converter. 

12. The system according to claim 11 , wherein the programmable frequency shift module is configured to multiply the 
common sample rate in-phase and quadrature-phase components by a complex exponential. 

40 13. The system according to claim 8, wherein the digital processing module comprises amplitude and phase shift 
modules coupled between the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator and the digital-to-analog converter. 

14. The system according to claim 8, wherein the digital processing module comprises an x/sin(x) compensation mod- 
ule coupled between the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator and the digital-to-analog converter, configured 

45 to pre-compensate for sin(x)/x roll-off distortion is the digital-to-analog converter. 

15. The system according to claim 8, wherein the digital processing module comprises: 

a programmable frequency shift module including inputs coupled to outputs of the in-phase and quadrature- 
50 phase modulator; amplitude and phase shift modules coupled to outputs of the programmable frequency shift 

module; and 

a x/sin(x) module coupled between the amplitude and phase shift modules and the digital-to-analog converter. 

1 6. The system according to claim 8, wherein the in-phase and quadrature-phase modulator is configured to interleave 
55 the in-phase and quadrature-phase components, thereby reducing a number of pins needed by the digital process- 
ing module to receive the in-phase and quadrature-phase components. 

17. The system according to claim 8, wherein an output portion of the digital processing module comprises a digital 
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rounding module including an output coupled to the digital-to-analog converter. 

18. A system for processing data generated in compliance with a Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification 
(DOCSIS) standard, for satellite communication, comprising: 

5 

means for receiving DOCSIS-compliant data encoded with a Reed-Solomon encoding scheme; 
means for turbo-encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data; 

means for generating baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components of the turbo-encoded 
DOCSIS-compliant data; 

10 means for interpolating the baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components to a common 

sample rate that is higher than a plurality of DOCSIS-compliant bandwidth sample rates; 
means for digitally pre-compensating the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature- 
phase components for impairments encountered in one or more subsequent processes; 
means for converting digitally pre-compensated common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and 

15 quadrature-phase components to one or more analog signals; and 

means for up-converting the one or more analog signals to a satellite frequency signal. 

19. A method for processing data generated in compliance with a Data Over Cable Service Interface Specification 
(DOCSIS) standard, for satellite communication, comprising: 

20 

(1) receiving DOCSIS-compliant data; 

(2) encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data with a forward error correction code; 

(3) generating baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components of the encoded DOCSIS- 
compliant data; 

25 (4) interpolating the baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase components to a common sample 

rate that is higher than a plurality of DOCSIS-compliant bandwidth sample rates; 

(5) digitally pre-compensating the common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature-phase 
components for impairments encountered in one or more subsequent processes; 

(6) converting digitally pre-compensated common sample rate baseband-frequency in-phase and quadrature- 
s' phase components to one or more analog signals; and 

(7) up-converting the one or more analog signals to a satellite frequency signal. 

20. The method according to claim 19, wherein step (2) comprises encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data with a con- 
volutional code. 

35 

21 . The method according to claim 1 9, wherein step (2) comprises encoding the DOCSIS-compliant data with a con- 
volutional inner code and a Reed-Solomon outer code. 

22. The method according to claim 21 , wherein an error correcting ability of the Reed-Solomon outer code is set to zero. 
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Receive DOCSIS-compliant data encoded with 
a Reed-Solomon encoding scheme 



Turbo-encode the DOCSIS-compliant data 



706^\^ 
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encoded DOCSIS-complalnt data 



Interpolate the baseband-frequency in-phase and 
quadrature-phase components to a common sample 
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complaint bandwidth sample rates 
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phase components for Impairments encountered in 
one or more subsequent processes 
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